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AGENDA 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2020 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL        

                                 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Volunteer recognition awards                  STAFF RECOMMENDATION   
 

CONSENT CALENDAR  

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 Commission meeting held on February 19, 2020                  APPROVE                                       

    

REPORTS AND OTHER BUSINESS                                  

 
1. Richmar Park Commercial Use Permit                APPROVE 

 
2. Trails Advisory Committee Applications                   APPOINTMENT 

 
3. Trails Advisory Committee Guidelines                APPROVE 

          

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS   
      
Report from the Parks & Recreation Director                                                                                   NOTE & FILE 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS                        

Letter from California Wildlife Foundtain/ California Oaks   NOTE & FILE 
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ADJOURNMENT         
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA)                       AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO) ss. 

CITY OF SAN MARCOS) 

 

Agenda packets are available for public inspection 72 hours prior to scheduled meetings at City Hall: 1 Civic Center Drive, San 
Marcos, CA 92069.  Any agenda-related writings or documents provided to a majority of the commission after distribution of 
the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the time of distribution in the Council Chambers.  I, Krystal Mainprize, 
Parks & Recreation Commission Secretary, City of San Marcos, hereby certify that I caused the posting of this agenda at the 
entrance of City Hall Council Chambers on Thursday, May 14, 2020. 
 

 

Date: May 14, 2020         ____________________________________________ 

              Krystal Mainprize, Commission Secretary 

 
The City of San Marcos is committed to making its programs, services and activities accessible to individuals with disabilities.  
If you require accommodation to participate in this meeting or any other City programs, service or activity, please contact the 
City Clerk's office at 1 Civic Center Drive, San Marcos, CA 92069, or call (760) 744-1050. 
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Minutes 

Regular Meeting of the San Marcos Parks & Recreation Commission 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 

City Council Chambers, 1 Civic Center Drive 
 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Jay Franklin called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairperson Jay Franklin 
 

ROLL CALL: 
 
Commissioners Present    Commissioners Absent 
FRANKLIN  (2/2)   100%    
HERNANDEZ  (2/2)   100%   
LINDSAY      (2/2)   100% 
MOCKUS      (2/2)   100% 
PRESTININZI (ALT) (2/2)   100%  
ROBLES  (2/2)   100%   
SENSMEIER     (2/2)   100%  
SMITH          (2/2)   100% 
         
ALSO PRESENT:   
Director Buck Martin, Program Managers Darren Chamow & Andrea Gonzalez, Jennifer Overman, 

Recreation Supervisor, Commission Secretary Krystal Mainprize.  

 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
COMMISSIONER SENSMEIER MOVED TO APPROVE CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 1-3 AS 
PRESENTED, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROBLES AND CARRIED TO APPROVE.   
 
REPORTS AND OTHER BUSINESS 
 
4. Annual Report, San Marcos Rugby  
Lee Taotafa, introduced several San Marcos Rugby players who enjoy playing rugby The team was 
undefeated this year and they received their first championship win for San Marcos.  Players said 
Rugby is different than other sports and the camaraderie is heartwarming; the sport opens doors 
for the students.   
 
Coach Mike thanked the Commission for providing the opportunity for the youth and reiterated 
that Rugby really does change these children’s lives.  He reminded the commissioners that having 
outdoor opportunities is so important to the mental health of the youth.         
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5. Annual Report, 2020 Events 
Jennifer Overman, Recreation Supervisor, presented an overview of many department events for 
the next year.  Jennifer spoke about the City’s first pickle ball tournament, the Spring Egg Scramble 
and Bunny Breakfast, Bags n Brews, the Summer Concert Series, the Family Campout, Movies in the 
Park, Trails Day, Junior Ranger Day, the Fourth of July, the Double Peak Challenge, Veterans Day, the 
Tree Lighting and a few others.     
 
Commissioner Robles asked if staff are providing events or activities that meet the needs of our 
community and cited the summer concert series as an example.  Jennifer noted that staff tries to 
reach a broad audience and market on social media.  Darren Chamow noted that staff sends out a 
survey after the concert series and other events to get feedback from the people who do attend.  
The department is also in the process of doing a community survey to reach areas of the community 
that aren’t already using the programs.  He noted staff also evaluates our events each year to see if 
the events are worth the effort.        
 
6. Mission 316 Facility Use Request 
Commissioners discussed approving the request for a year period of time.   
 
MOVED BY VICE-CHAIR LINDSAY, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER MOCKUS AND CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY TO APPROVE THE USE REQUEST BY MISSION 316 FOR JANUARY THROUGH 
DECEMBER 2020.   
 
7. Youth Sports Council Meeting Minutes 
Commissioner Sensmeier attended the meeting and it was very well run by James Daza.  She noted 
that it is great to hear from the different team leads and see the positive exchange of information.  
Sensmeier noted that all the Youth Sports Council Members will be informed about each General 
Plan Meeting.   
 
8. Trails Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes     
Meeting minutes were reviewed.  
  
9. Trails Advisory Committee Applications  
Commissioner Sensmeier asked if the other two citizens who attended the trails advisory 
committee meeting completed an application.  Andrea Gonzalez noted they have not but staff will 
be emailing them a reminder to see if they are interested.   
 
Chair Franklin asked if staff reached out to Twin Oaks Valley Equestrian Association to see if they 
have any interested persons who would like to join the committee.  Andrea Gonzalez noted that 
staff has reached out to them.  Chair Franklin requested staff reach out to the feed and supplies 
stores as well, to ensure the equestrian community be represented.   
   
COMMISSIONER SENSMEIER MOVED TO APPOINT CARRIE ALIDAEE TO THE TRAILS ADISORY 
COMMITTEE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HERNANDEZ AND CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
10. Trails Advisory Committee Guidelines 
Commissioners discussed the changes they would like to see made.   
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Vice-Chair Lindsay would like to propose three changes to the guidelines.  Under Section 3A strike 
out most of the verbiage and have it say “up to eight members”, Section 3 add a letter E to state 
Parks and Recreation Commission will appoint a member to serve as an advisory capacity, and 
third change is Section 5 a quorum consists of at least 3 members.   
 
Commissioners concurred with Vice-Chair Lindsay’s recommendations.  Vice- Chair Lindsay will 
submit all these changes by email to Andrea Gonzalez and they can approve the guidelines at the 
next meeting.    
 
11. Special Events List and Social Media    
Chair Franklin liked when the year in review was posted someone commented a zillion pickleball 
games at Innovation and Corky Smith gymnasium and he is glad to see the community using the 
courts.   
 
Commissioner Robles thinks it is awesome that a City Council Women posts on social media about 
her participation in the City hikes and that shows her investment in the community.  Andrea 
Gonzalez mentioned that staff met with Council Women Nunez and they brainstormed on how to 
improve the hikes moving forward.      
 
12. Commission Chairperson & Vice Chairperson Election    
Commissioner Smith nominated Commissioner Franklin as Chair and Commissioner Lindsay as 
Vice Chair.   
 
MOVED BY COMMISSIONER SMITH, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER HERNANDEZ AND CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY TO APPOINT COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN AS CHAIR AND COMMISSIONER 
LINDSAY AS VICE-CHAIR.   
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
Parks & Recreation Director Buck Martin provided an update on the following items: 
 

 City of San Marcos has an online reporting system called City Source for the public to use as 
a tool to report a concern or issue within the City.   

 The pilot program for Discovery Lake aeration is in progress and staff will provide an 
update in April.   

 Commissioners will be emailed a flyer for the mountain bike area at Bradley Park for 
Commissioners to share with the community.   

 An impromptu rap concert happened at Hollandia Park and it was not in accordance with 
the City ordinances or permit process.   

 The Democracy in Action project is underway and the students are collecting surveys.   
 A bike stunt at a park in San Marcos was posted on City social media and has received many 

views and the City will be doing a follow up post about what can be done at our parks and 
info about the new bike park at Bradley Park.  

 Isaac Etchamendy will be at the next meeting to report on South Lake, Rancho Tesoro and 
the Creek District park. 
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 A few City staff toured the bike park in Sweetwater to plan the bike park that will be built.  
A stakeholder and public meeting will be held on February 26th in the Council Chambers.   

 Money has been appropriated to enhance the facilities at the horse arena area at Walnut 
Grove Park with Twin Oaks Valley Equestrian Association.   

 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTARY 
Commissioner Robles enjoyed the address at CSUSM yesterday and the State of Community is 

coming up on March 31st.   

 

Commissioner Mockus noted the grass on the large field at Mulberry Park is dead.   

 

Commissioner Sensmeier noted at the general plan advisory meeting they asked what your favorite 

place in San Marcos is and 75% of people said a park or facility that is under the department 

purview which is wonderful.   

   

Commissioner Hernandez noted the Democracy in Action project is underway and it is important to 

take the survey and share it with your friends as it is important to know what the community 

wants.    

 

Vice-Chair Lindsay mentioned the public meeting on February 26th for the mountain bike park at 

Bradley Park.  

 

Chair Franklin noted there is plenty of opportunity for public feedback with everything going on 

including the upcoming General Plan meetings happening in March and April.   

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATION 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
CHAIRPERSON FRANKLIN ADJOURNED THE FEBRUARY 19, 2020 SAN MARCOS PARKS & 
RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING AT 7:17 P.M. 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 

________________________________________        ___________________________________________  
Jay Franklin, Chairperson    Krystal Mainprize, Comm. Secretary 
Parks & Recreation Commission    Parks & Recreation Commission 
City of San Marcos     City of San Marcos 

















 

CITY OF SAN MARCOS 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

TRAILS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

GUIDELINES – MAY 20, 2020 

 

SECTION 1 Purpose 

The purpose of the Trails Advisory Committee is to advise the Parks & Recreation 
Commission and through them the City Council, of the multi-use trail needs of the City 
and on the implementation of the City Master Trail Plan.  Further, the Trails Advisory 
Committee shall encourage community involvement in development, maintenance 
and use of the trail system including equestrian and bicycle lanes and pathways within 
the city. 

SECTION 2 Duties 

  The duties of the Trails Advisory Committee shall include the following: 

A. Monitor the City’s Master Trail Plan and submit recommendations for trails-
related matters to the Parks & Recreation Commission. 

B. Identify existing and future needs for trail development within the city, including 
interconnections with regional trails outside the city’s boundaries. 

C. Review existing trail and Ranger programs and standards, recommending changes 
as deemed necessary. 

D. Review the status of existing trails and recommend future improvements and 
additions to the trails system. 

E. Recommend priorities for trails development for budget consideration and grant 
applications. 

F. Seek out and identify potential new sources of funding for trail development, 
improvement and maintenance. 

G. Encourage and advise on citizen involvement in the use, development and 
maintenance of trails, including Reserve Park Rangers and docents, Eagle Scouts, 
school groups, interns, etc. 

H. Discuss and receive input from members of the public about trails-related matters. 
I. Educate the public about the existence and scope of the City’s Master Trail Plan 

and related matters. 
J. Advise and recommend interpretive and educational information along trails, 

through the use of kiosks, trail signage and interpretive centers. 
K. Foster collaborative partnerships to create trail connections within San Marcos 

and surrounding areas with both private and government entities including, but 
not limited to, HOAs and San Diego County. 

SECTION 3 Appointment 

A. The Trails Advisory Committee shall consist of up to (8) members, one of whom 
will be a member of the Parks & Recreation Commission serving in an ex-officio 
capacity, appointed by that Commission, and the remaining to be community 



 

members (including at least one (1) alternate) appointed through an application 
process by the Parks & Recreation Commission.  

  

SECTION 3 Appointment (cont’d) 

B. Committee members shall represent diverse trail user groups of the community, 
be residents of the city, except that up to three members may be property owners 
in the City’s Sphere of Influence area. 

C. Members shall serve at the will of the Parks & Recreation Commission. 
D. The Parks & Recreation Director and/or his/her designee shall be an ex-officio 

member of the committee and serve in an advisory capacity. 
 
SECTION 4 Terms of office 
 

Members of the Trails Advisory Committee appointed by the Parks & Recreation 
Commission shall serve a two-year term, with no limitation on the number of terms 
that may be served. 

 
SECTION 5 Voting 
 

Each Committee member shall be entitled to one vote.  Approval of any 
recommendation requires an affirmative vote from the majority of the members 
present, provided a quorum of at least three (3) members is present and voting. 

 
SECTION 6 Termination of Membership 
 

If a member misses more than two (2) consecutive meetings of the Committee, 
without prior authorization from the Chair, termination of membership shall be at the 
discretion of the Chair, and the position may be available for appointment of a 
different member. 

 
SECTION 7 Meetings 
 

A. Regular meetings of the Committee shall be scheduled at least quarterly, or more 
often as needed, at a time and place within the City limits which is agreed upon in 
advance by the Committee. 

B. Special meetings and sub-committee meetings may be called at any time by the 
Chair, provided that notification is given to all interested parties. 

 
SECTION 8 Compensation, Financial Disclosure 
 

The members of the Committee will serve without compensation, and will not be 
eligible to have expenses associated with membership, such as mileage, reimbursed.  
Given these restrictions, although Committee members are still subject to the 
provisions of the Political Reform Act concerning conflicts of interest with respect to 



 

voting, Committee members will not be subject to the filing of California Fair Political 
Practices Commission Form 700, Statement of Economic Interests. 

 
SECTION 9 Officers 
 

A. The Officers of the Committee shall be a Chair and Vice-Chair, selected by the 
membership of the Committee.  Other Officers may be appointed as necessary to 
carry out the work of the Committee. 

B. The Chair and Vice-Chair shall be chosen annually by the Committee at its January 
meeting. 

 
SECTION 10 Duties of the Officers 
 

A. Duties of the Chairperson 
The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Committee, shall act as the 
Committee’s liaison to the Parks & Recreation Commission, and shall act as 
spokesperson at other events or meetings as requested by the Parks & Recreation 
Commission.  The Chair shall present annually to the Parks & Recreation 
Commission at a regularly scheduled monthly meeting. 

B. Duties of the Vice-Chairperson 
In the absence or incapacity of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall assume all duties of 
the Chair. 

 
 
SECTION 11 Ad-Hoc Committees 
 

The Committee may create such ad-hoc sub-committees as the business of the 
Committee may require.  Each shall be made up of at least one but fewer than a 
quorum of Committee members and shall have such authority and perform such 
duties as the Trails Advisory Committee may determine. 

 
 
SECTION 12 Procedures 
 

These procedures shall be reviewed and revised as deemed necessary upon direction 
by the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

 
  APPROVED: Community Services Commission, November 17, 1993 
  APPROVED: Community Services Commission, April 17, 1996 
  APPROVED: Community Services Commission, September 17, 1997 
  APPROVED: Community Services Commission, February 16, 2000 
  APPROVED: Community Services Commission, February 20, 2008 
  APPROVED: Parks & Recreation Commission, January 15, 2020 



	
	

	

May 13, 2020 

Buck Martin, Community Services Director 
City of San Marcos 
3 Civic Center Drive 
San Marcos, CA 92069 

Transmitted via email: bmartin@san-marcos.net 

RE: Unauthorized trail building harming oak woodlands 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

The California Oaks program of California Wildlife Foundation (CWF/CO) works to conserve 
oak ecosystems because of their critical role in sequestering carbon, maintaining healthy 
watersheds, providing wildlife habitat, and sustaining cultural values. CWF/CO was contacted by 
a concerned resident, Ed Hall (cced on this letter), who reports that residents are destroying oak 
habitat to construct unauthorized mountain bike trails in lands proximate to Simmons Park and 
its trails, and in the open space contiguous thereto. Mr. Hall’s contact with the City of San 
Marcos did not resolve the issue, so he requested that CWF/CO write this letter. 

We are bringing this matter to your attention because oak woodlands provide food and vital 
habitat for California’s native species, including 2,000 plants, 5,000 insects and arachnids, 80 
amphibians and reptiles, 160 birds, and 80 mammals—many of which are listed as threatened, 
endangered, or are species of special concern, at the state and/or federal level.1 Davis et al. 
describe oaks as a “foundation species,” using Ellison et al.’s definition of such a species as 
“...one that ‘controls population and community dynamics and modulates ecosystem processes,’ 
whose loss ‘acutely and chronically impacts fluxes of energy and nutrients, hydrology, food 
webs, and biodiversity.’”2 

The proximity of the destructive trail-building activities to designated open space lands and to 
the Sphere of Influence area surrounding Lake San Marcos adds urgency to this matter. 

Page 6 of the San Marcos Parks Master Plan Update addresses the process used to develop new 
features, including trails: “These proposals are merely a guide to City staff and the community 
on the future vision for the City’s park and trails system. Before many of these individual 
projects are constructed, additional public outreach, environmental reviews, and fiscal analyses 
will be required.” Page 9 of the Master Plan addresses the role of the Parks and Recreation 
Department:  

The primary focus of the Department revolves around providing a wide array of 
																																																								
1 Meadows, R. 2007. Oaks: Research and outreach to prevent oak woodland loss. California Agriculture 61(1): 7-10. 
 
2 Davis, F.W., D.D. Baldocchi, and C.M. Taylor. 2016. “Oak Woodlands,” chap. 25 in Ecosystems of California. 
Editors: H. Mooney and E. Zavaleta. University of California Press. 
 



	
	

	

2 

recreation and social programs and services to stimulate and enhance the quality 
of life for residents. This scope of service includes preschool programs, children’s 
day camps, holiday celebrations and special city events, special interest classes, 
club programs, older adult services and programs, family programs, youth and 
adult sports, fitness classes, cultural and performing art programs, aquatic 
programming, liaison work with community groups, trail and nature activities, 
and parks and trails planning.  

Nothing in the Master Plan discusses unauthorized trail-building efforts. Further, the introduction 
of the Conservation and Open Space Element of the City of San Marcos General Plan 
expresses the City’s environmental covenant: “The City recognizes the finite value of the area’s 
environmental resources and is committed to their protection and enhancement.” Conservation 
and Open Space (COS) Goal 1 is to “Identify, protect, and enhance significant ecological and 
biological resources within San Marcos and its adaptive Sphere of Influence.” Policy COS-
1.2 addresses oak woodlands:  “Ensure that new development, including Capital Improvement 
Projects, maintain the biotic habitat value of riparian areas, oak woodlands, habitat linkages, and 
other sensitive biological habitats.” 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. We welcome your inquiry should additional 
input on oaks be helpful. Mr. Hall, cced in this letter, can provide greater detail about the exact 
location of the unauthorized trails. 

Sincerely, 

     
Janet Cobb     Angela Moskow 
Executive Officer    Manager, California Oaks Coalition 
California Wildlife Foundation 

cc:  Jack Griffin, City Manager, jgriffin@san-marcos.net 
 Ed Hall, fasteddie@live.com 

Parks and Recreation Commission, ParksAndRecCommission@san-marcos.net 
 Art Sotelo, Public Works Manager, asotelo@san-marcos.net 
 Trails Advisory Committee 
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