SANMARCOS

DiscoVEeR LIFE'S POSSIBILITIES

Development Services - Watershed Program

SPECIAL EVENTS
REQUIRED STORMWATER BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPS)

Best Management Practices (BMPs) are procedures that all special event organizers are required to implement to prevent

pollutants from entering our storm drains. Once sources of possible pollutants have been identified, the next step is to implement

BMPs that eliminate or reduce stormwater pollution. Below is a list of required BMPs; in some cases, additional BMPs may need

to be implemented. City of San Marcos Watershed Program staff can work with you to develop BMPs for your specific special

event. For additional information call the Stormwater Pollution Hotline at (760) 481-3878. Be prepared to leave your

Name, Special Event Application ID No, and reason for calling.

Preventative Maintenance

« Prior to the event, locate and
protect all storm drains.
Using BMPs such as: gravel
bags, fabric filters, berms,
etc.

« Inspect equipment and
vehicles frequently for
possible leaks or spills.
Establish BMPs to capture
and divert any spills away
from storm drains.

» Temporary restrooms are
required to have secondary
containment and stationed
at least 6 ft from storm
drains.

« Watershed Staff may
require a storm water
inspection to determine the
effectiveness of BMPs.

« Discuss stormwater
pollution prevention BMPs
with vendors and
contractors.
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« Keep site free of litter.
Frequently inspect trash and
recycling recptacles to
ensure that they do not
overflow

+ Never place liquid waste,
leaky bags, or hazardous
waste in dumpsters.

« Use dry clean-up methods
first! Never use a water hose
or pressure washing system
to clean up spills. Instead,
sweep paved surfaces. Wash
water must never be
disposed off into the storm
drain.

« Keep outdoor storage areas

clean and covered from rain.

» Food vendors must have
spill kits readily available to
promplty remove spills. Spill
kits include: towels, kitty
litter, etc.

PROTECTION FOR ALL SEASONS

« Event site, streets, sidewalks,
and public areas must be
cleaned and returned to
pre-event conditions. Clean
up should be conducted
using dry cleaning methods
(i.e sweeping).

« Clean up should be
completed promptly after
the event and before
forecasted rain events.

« Ensure an appropriate
number of staff is available
to adequately complete
clean up.

« Once the clean-up is
complete, ensure storm
drain protection BMPs are
removed.

« A post-event inspection
may be conducted to verify
the site is properly cleaned.

Even when rain is not expected, event organizers are required to implement BMPs. Depending on the size, location, number of
participants, and other relevant factors, a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) may be required. The SWPPP is
intended to help demonstrate that appropriate measures are being actively implemented before, during and after the event to
reduce and prevent pollutants from leaving the event venue. The SWPPP must be approved by the City prior to Special Event
Permit issuance.
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