
City of San Marcos 
1 Civic Center Drive 

San Marcos, CA 92069 
 

AGENDA REPORT                 

Meeting of the San Marcos Traffic Commission 
 

MEETING DATE: July 6, 2022 
AGENDA ITEM NO: 7A 
SUBMITTED BY: Peter Kuey, P.E. – Principal Civil Engineer-Special Projects 
APPROVED BY: Isaac Etchamendy, P.E. – City Engineer 
SUBJECT:   Discovery Street/La Sombra Drive Multi-Way Stop Control 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City has received reports of speeding from residents along La Sombra Drive. As shown 
in Attachment A, La Sombra Drive extends southerly from its intersection with Discovery 
Street and is primarily a 2-lane roadway with a posted speed limit of 25 mph.  Parking is 
generally present on both sides of La Sombra Drive.  
 
Discovery Street is primarily a 2-lane roadway with a posted speed limit of 25 mph.  Parking 
and buffered bike lanes are generally present on both sides of Discovery Street, between 
West San Marcos Boulevard and La Sombra Drive.  After its intersection with La Sombra 
Drive, Discovery Street makes a left hand bend and continues easterly with a posted speed 
limit of 40 mph. 
 
Attachment B depicts the current Discovery Street/La Sombra Drive intersection.  
Northbound La Sombra Drive vehicles are subject to a stop control at the intersection before 
they can proceed onto northbound Discovery Street.  Southbound Discovery Street vehicles 
may freely proceed through the intersection and continue southerly onto La Sombra Drive 
or enter the left turn pocket and proceed easterly on Discovery Street.   An existing median 
on Discovery Street restricts westbound vehicles to only right turns as they then continue 
northerly along Discovery Street. 
 
As depicted in Attachment C, the City of San Marcos/County of San Diego jurisdictional 
boundary locations vary along Discovery Street and La Sombra Drive.  Any proposed traffic 
calming or traffic control measures along this segment of Discovery Street and La Sombra 
Drive requires the close cooperation of these two agencies.  



After evaluating the speeding reports, a speed feedback trailer was deployed along La 
Sombra Drive, between December 2, 2021, and December 9, 2021.  The data from the 
feedback trailer showed that while the 85th percentile speed is 33 mph in the northbound 
direction and 32 mph in the southbound direction, there are a significant number of vehicles 
that exceed the 25 mph posted speed limit.  In investigating possible solutions to the area, a 
major constraint are the jurisdictional boundaries which limit City control over the 
intersection at Discovery Street and La Sombra Drive as well as further south of the 
intersection. City staff reached out to the County to investigate possible coordination 
options.  
 
   
 
INTER-AGENCY COORDINATION AND FINDINGS: 
 
In late 2021 and early 2022 the City and County staff corresponded on the issues at La 
Sombra.  Subsequently, City and County staff had a meeting on April 22, 2022, in which the 
community’s speeding concerns along Discovery Street and La Sombra Drive were discussed.  
The County, having received similar concerns on Discovery Street, had plan to reduce the 
speed limit on Discovery Street, north of La Sombra Drive, from 40 mph to 25 mph. The 
County has implemented that plan and Discovery Street north of La Sombra Drive now has a 
posted speed limit of 25 mph. Due to the need to improve traffic circulation, improve 
pedestrian accessibility, and reduce traffic speeds along this Discovery/La Sombra segment, 
all parties agreed that a multi-way stop control at the intersection of La Sombra Drive and 
Discovery Street could be the most appropriate treatment for that intersection.  After 
agreeing on the treatment, a multi-way stop control warrant was conducted by Mr. Zoubir A. 
Ouadah, the County of San Diego Traffic Engineer and is included in this report as Attachment 
D. 

As part of the multi-way stop project, the County proposes to remove the existing median 
which currently restricts westbound Discovery Street users from turning left onto 
southbound La Sombra Drive.  In addition, the County proposes to construct enhanced 
crosswalks at this intersection.  A conceptual design of the future intersection is depicted in 
Attachment E.   

The jurisdictional boundaries vary along this segment of Discovery Street and La Sombra 
Drive.  In order to clarify and define where the infrastructure maintenance and replacement 
areas are for each jurisdiction, the City and County have agreed to execute a Joint Facility 



Maintenance Agreement.  As proposed, the County will design and construct the multi-way 
stop control improvements and maintain the Discovery Street/La Sombra Drive intersection.   

As this intersection is within the jurisdiction of both agencies, the appropriate approving 
bodies will need to consider the proposed multi-way stop.  After discussion with County staff, 
the order of approvals has been determined to be:  the City of San Marcos Traffic 
Commission, the County of San Diego Traffic Advisory Committee, and finally, the County of 
San Diego Board of Supervisors. 

Once the County has approved the implementation of a new intersection control at Discovery 
and La Sombra, the City will continue to monitor La Sombra for excessive speeds. If excessive 
speeds are observed after the County’s project, City staff may propose future action and 
additional coordination with the County.  

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Engineering staff recommends the Traffic Commissioners recommend the County of San 
Diego Traffic Advisory Commission and Board of Supervisors approve a multi-way stop 
controlled intersection at Discovery Street and La Sombra Drive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

A. Vicinity Map 
B. Existing Intersection Configuration 
C. Jurisdictional Boundary Map 
D. Multi-Way Stop Control Warrant 
E. Conceptual Intersection Layout 



La Sombra Multi-Way Stop Control Vicinity Map
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Attachment B - Existing Intersection Configuration 
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Attachment C- Jurisdictional Boundary 
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La Sombra Multi-Way Stop Control Conceptual Plan
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